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From Wherry 

Chapter Vlll. 

VEHICULAR FERRIES 

For 40 years from 18G5 the stenmer ferries to Devonport 
transported \·chicles, horses, stock nnd i:-:cncral cargo as well ns 
pnsscni:-:crs, but by 1895 the relative importance of the pas
seng-er trnffic. and the need for making provision for the fu ture 
expansion of the forry facilities. led the directors of the DcYon
port Ferry Oimpany to sug-gest to the Aucklnnd Jlnrbour 
Bonrcl that it should construct special terminals for the expedi
tious handling- of vehicular and carg-o trade, the compaiw 011 

its part would provide a special steamer, at a ccst of rn·,ooo; 
a£ an alternative plan the Company would itself finance the 
t erminals if given a 21 year franchise. This marked an im
portant departure in the ferry business on the Waitcmata; 
though it may be remarked in passing, that in many places 
such as Vancouver, vchicl(!s and passengers arc still transported 
l·y the same boats. The Am:kland Harbour Board. however. was 
not in a frame of mind to pander to the fancied wants of the 
North Shore and declined to entertain either proposition; bul in 
1898. "for the purpose cf M:sisting in shipping (Yoods and 
vehicles," it constructed a wide low level landino- dt the city 
forry jetty, and later at Devonport. 

0 

In 1903 the DeYonport Ferry Company, in the belief that 
the Harbour Board was to build special traffic landings, 
ordered thE: Condor, design-ad on American lines for the joint 
!ransportat1on of passengers and carg-o; the vessel was housed 
tn. When the hull was almcst completed the Harbour Board 
i11timatccl that unless the work was expedited the wharves 
would be ready first; as a result the Cond'lr was launched with
out the deck housing and lifted race traffic and some holiday 
traffic from the old wharf, but the Harbour Board did not alter 
the whan·es as intzndccl. The vehicles were loaclccl on to the 
boat by mean_s of planks and then screwed round lo proper 
stowag-e position as had been the practice on the older stvlc 
boats from 1865. The Condor, afte r b:)ing housed in , lav i1; a 
berth at the e;iste rn encl of Queens Wharf for two years; 1;ressed 

To Srcam Ferry Pa~c 43 

into servi ce only <,n racr days; fo r which occasions she had a 
platform built fo rward to enable pass;•n~c·r t raffic to he loaded 
at any slate of the tide. J\s t he ll arhour B<Jarcl made no 
further move in providing- the special krn1i11i the.: F erry Com· 
pany stripped the Condor to convert her into a pass;)nger boat. 
In 1905 the vehicular wharf project was revived hv the Jl arbou r 
Board; the sugg·cstcd facili ties being similar to those now 
adopted. Just about that t ime th:) Harbour Board decidecl to 
engage a new engineer and postponed work on the veh icular 
ferry terminal until his advent. lie adopted the pontoon type 
landing- and one was ·erected a t Dcvonport in 1903; the ccrrcs
ponding one on the city side was not constructed until 1908; it 
was located on the western side of Queens Wharf; almost 
in line with the foot of Queen St ree t. The Dcvonport Ferry 
Company ordered the Goshawk fo r this special service which 
was ex tended to Bi rkenhead in 1910 and Northcote in 1913. 

The Ferry Company must have been ahead of the t imes. 
for in the first summer the Sunday traffic did not reach 51. at 
times; and the weekday loadi ng was insignificant; as one ferry 
official pithily phrased it " the Goshawk did not cam enough to 
pay for the smoke she made." The service was dropped for a 
year but in 1911 was restarted and despite hcan· loss, \\·as 
maintained. · 

The coming of motor t raffic turned the scale so far as 
the ferry was concerned and the Company built the Gos
hawk class boats to cater for patrons. The Condor had been 
partly housed in, so as to protect vehicles, and permit of pas
senger traffic t ra\·cll ing by vehicles loaded on the boat, to have 
room and to t ake shelter from the weather. The public com
plained loudly that gas fumes from the motor t raffic would be 
poisonous, though now there is a demand for covered boats to 
protect mctor cars from seaward spray. 

In 1927 the Harbour Board partially completed a big scheme 
of ferry terminal improvement at Auckland and D~rnnport. 
Special mechanically hoisted landings replaced t he old pontoon 
type for the vehicular traffic at a cost of £15,000, and the city 
side terminal was moved to a point on the eastern reclamation 
almost opposite Dcvonport t o cu t down the time of the sea 
journey in 1928. Another simila r landing was fi nished in the 
Freeman's Bay reclamat ion to reduce the boat tra\·clling time 
to Northcote and Birkenhead, in 1929. The City terminal was 
mo\·ccl to the west of Hobson St reet wharf in 1913; and \1·as 
closed in 1929 when the other type terminals wetc put in 
use. 
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• 'TERll VEIUCULA.., LANDING. 

Tho bridge io L.1to.ct with the mo.in bo.llo..ot blocks in 

looo.tlon. All machinery h.o.n been rorn011 od but ia esoentio.lly 

c.va.ila.ble. Ho fondoring ex.ioto. At t .. o prcoent tioe t!us 
fo.cili ty is lea.sod to tho Navy llopo.rt::1ent nho opcro,te a. 
nontoon off the portal for moor~ of a training veooel 
a.nd othe:- :purposes • 

.1.ho He.rbour;nastor is not entirely enthusiastic rogr,rdiil.B 
the rcetrictccl approach to the berth. However it is not 
impracticable to operate and asnistance could be required 

from a sma.:tl tug. The roo.d approach o.nd area available 

at the inshore end of the bridge is also restrictive, but 
no doubt the novcment of troilero co.n be effecte J , From 
a.n operating view point there does not O.P.1:>ocr to be any 

specific ~roblooo which suggest that it io not a fca9iblc 
::.,ro_position. 

TuJ., A .1.1 COJTJ TO . ROVIDL FACILITIES. 

(a) RN.VR ~CilOVUl OJ;ld Rositins, 

rt may bo osoible to retain tho preao t 
fa.cili tico in the area., where shom1. 
-otio~~cd coot to rosito includil.'l.;CT dro ·ine. 

(b) Rcinatatc"ont of ridge to orki113 Order. 

1'his work will require the replacomont 
or tho vrlnchos in the porto.l, a fla.v, Tiro 
ropco, attaon~enta, now power supply and 
convo.r•aion of bridge to mo.nuo.l control for 
lifting. Eotimatec1 coat to bring i."lto full 

working order. 

( o) Dre<Ieing • 

.1.1.cinsta.tor.io:s:1t e.11d rl.<.1onine to a depth of 
- 14' L. l. d . • will bo roquirod and could 

coot up to 

( d) .. erthO{~O -'o.cili ti co. 

Construction of dolphins o.nd end £cndero 
for the berth with a guido uolphi n c.nd 
o.d,11 tiouo.l fo11dorir..g .,t t!10 corner of 
tr.c co ent jetty. Includlne rJisccllru.oous 
work for t1001•inea, t110 total coot allowed 

nt this oto.e;c io 

£2,500. 

£3 , 000 . 

20,500 . 
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l'IORK \,;D COJTJ J P ... O\TIDh :" .. CILI:L'IEd . 

( c. nrmr .. m. ) 

£30, 000. 

Tl.o ootir.iato o_ £30, 000 is taken to ·tho go orouo 
side for initial conoido:ro.tion. It could well bo possible to 
reduce tho cost of tho berth.age facilities after a □ore Gpcoific 
invcstieatiou into dolphin dooi. 11, ty:.JOo o.nd cofls cruotion 
rcla.tod to tl.o " -'.;ici1)o.tcd tor~ of use of t."lc fn.cility . 
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I c-1\urhlaub ~arbDur ~~oar~ 

MEMORANDUM 1st. November, 1965 

FROM 
THE CHIEF ENGINEER \ To Tl'!...: T'ESIGNING Bl,GinE1m. 

DEMOLITION OF E.V.L. 

It is proposed to proceed with t~is work in 
due course. Tentatl ve pror,osals f'or undertaking the \-;ork 
are 

1. Remove all machinery. 
2. Demolish reinforced concrete tower to base 

level and place material in Tasman Reclamation. 
3. Remove the bridge, which will be presold for dis

posal . 
4. Demolish remainder of reinforced concrete structure 

and place in Tasman. 

It is reauired to know whether it is desirable 
to retain any of the machinery and components for projected 
work or spare e4uipment in order that storage or disposal 
can be arranged. 
Please let me have your recommendations. 

/ ' 

CRIEt~[E BO.A..1m. 

NS:MJC 
( .... ' ~ 

Conies to: 
'/ (: 

IL, 

fA ~ lo ,t l \ 
,_J. .u_( 

1-;echanical Engineer. 
Electrical Engineer. 
Foreman of ·7or:(s. 
Construction Engineer. 

\.,.. 

( I L 

I ~ 1 (' i ...... t' 
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.,$· ,/4/~ ~vdC: JZ1?/..__._.....e. 
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THE CHIEF ENGINEER 

3rd. November, 1965 

Ttl..!, GE:t,iERAL MAHf GER • 

DEMOLITIOlI OF EASTERN V1£HICULAR LANDING. 

I have received advice from A. \, . Br yant Ltd. t hat 
the Company no longer wishes to purchcsc the two remaining 
vehicular bridges at .c.&stern Vehicular Landing and Devonport 
Wharf, which sale wac a~proved by the Boar d on 31st. July , 1962. 
The re-use of the bridges as envi saged by t he Company at that 
time has not eventuated, and I recommend that they be released 
from their obligation to purchase . 

now 
( 1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Demolition of the Eastern Vehicular Landing should 
proceed and I propose to proceed with t he work as follows: 
The bridge and such parts of the machinery which are of 
no further use to the Boar d , to be advertised for 
removal . Successful t enderer to t ake delivery on 
removal by the Board. 
The reinforced concrete portal structure to be demolished 
by t he Boar d and the materi als deposited i n Tosman V,harf 
Reclamation. 
Timber piles and hardwood to be returned to the Stores 
Officer. 

This wor k is provided for i n the Programme of \.orks, 
Special Maintenance, Item. 

CHIEF ENGINEER TO THF. BOARD. 

NS ; NKG 



23 JERVOIS ROAD, POMSOMBY, AUCKLAND, MEW ZEALAND 

TELEPHONE 11-139 (3 LINES) e 

C HI E F E IJ G I NEER, 

AUCKLAND HARBOUR BOARD , 

Box 1259, 

AUCKLMJD. 

LJEAR S 1R, 

P .0. BOX 7034 e PENROSE DEPOT 595-757 

19TH OCTOBER 1965. 

REF; YouR L ETT ER No,336. 

i/E CONF I RM THAT WE NO LONGER WI SH TO PURCHASE THE TWO 

VEH I CULAR FERRY !JRIDGES AS OUTLINED I N YOUR LETT[R OF 18TH I NSTANT. 

YOURS FA I THFULLY, 

FOR"• .,. BRYANT LTD. 

MANAG I NG 01RECTOH, 



• e l 



Copy to General Manager for Information. 
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16t. Oct b r, 1965 
es rs . A ••• Bryant Ltd., 

P. O. Box 7034. 

Deer 1re, 

Thie is to c nfirm telephone conver r . Gr t -
r . wmith o 15th. ctober , 1965, from hi it is concl ded 

that you h vo o ,ioh to com~lete the pure Ee of the rema1 118 
tto vehicular ferr~ bridgee tone at Dovonp rt d t e other t 
astern Vehicular ing) as proooeed in ur l tter o 16t • 
arch , 1962. 

Th irst o t t ee bridges . a o course been in 
our pos eso1on _or some tie. 

In oz•der th£1t I mo.y oke .... ui t ble r cor. do.tio to 
my d tor the di poa l1csc briclgc .oul ou please 
con.fir by he end o1' onth thet O'l no a.peer 1eh to 
urchaee them. 

YotU•o :f'oi t ly, 

C 

t 



580. J\uthlaiw ~arbour ~mah 
3903 

INSTRUCTIONS TO FOREMEN & INSPECTORS 

A 

TUE FOREMAN OF vVORKS 
ENGINEER'S OFFICE, 

To _________________ _ Daie 3rd. December, 19 64 

Suiject DEMOLITION E. V. L. 

REPAYABLE A/C: 

l 
_, 

The recovery of the ballast blocks 
from the landing for use as mooring blocks 
at Kauri Point is a charge against the 
demolition of the landing. The cost of 
recovery when complete is to be reported 
so that a nominal value can be struck for 
charging to the Navy. 

NS:VJC 

9.!lliL 

(Thi• Form fo be filled ap A returned to Enstn-r'• Olllee immediaielJ' on eompledon of Work) 

Thi• 100,k U10I compler.d on, _________ o, a coal of:-

Lal>our 

Malerial 

Total£ 

REM..4RKS: ____________________________ _ 

s~na1ur...__ ________ _ _ 

EIO Dal, ________ }9 



I -

(.) ' 
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The Managing Director, 
Messrs . ~.w. Bryant Limited. 
P.O. Box 7034 . 
PONSONBY. 

Dear Sir, 

.. 

25th. November, 1964 

VEHICllLAh L/\Nnn;o BRIDGES. 

I t is i ntended to proceed with the demolition of t he 
Eastern Vehicular Landing in 1965 to improve berthing of ships 
at ~ellicoe Wharf . 

The bridge on thls landing is one of two bi·idges 
remaining, which have been sold to your Company for the sum 
of ~b42 . less ~15o. or ~482. payment to be made on receipt 
of your order to receive the bx•iuge . 

I would be pleased if you wi l l advise me of your 
intentions regurding the receipt of these bridges in particular 
t he Eastern Vehicular Landing brid6e, so that the demolition 
work can be programmed. 

Yours faithfully, 

CUIEF Et GINEiR '1 0 T ffE O ,hD . 



, Copy to Inspector of' Machinery. 
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Captain D •• Nlelaen, 
1Iarbou.i:· .:iUp(.;rintenden.t , 
\ ,h!:lll1..,8l'8i 1lru:boux· Board, 
f' . J . Box 49 • 
.. Hr ,.c;_ , I. 

Dear Jir, 

VE:lT.~!J:.AR P~•lliY L. •:iDING 
1J01.vJ. I.Ji:. 

7th. M.ay, 1964. 

1 JJ.J:ther to my lcttex· of 2.;rd . October, 1963, i'ara,.,ra.eh 
8, the hoist v-lire fo1· the brld~e ie .3-!." clrcumf'erence 6 alvunised 
Lange Lay. 

The coil we are holding for this bric.ge contains (.40 ft . 
length which is sufficient for the initial 1natallnt1on plus one 
spare set of' holst wires. 

In anticipation that you will be glad to hove the 
spare .-/lrt: , I am ar1·an,;in1s f or the ahole coil to be sent to you. 
Thia conflr•ms dlacusslon between your Mechanical Bng1nee1· and 
my .&'ore.nan of ;;orks . 

Yours falthf'ully, 

RLP: MJ C 





er elephone: 87•099 er eleqraph,c ..Jl.ddress ·'Harbour' ' 

I 

Please address all correspondence 

lo lhe Secrelarq 
ljour Ref . .. 

Our Ref 14/1/1 

P. 0 . Boxe., t(H and 269, 

WHANGAREI, 

die ,<.:Lin;_, Clliel' .:.ll ineer, 
,uc,;:land 11arbo,1r mu c., 

• .(. 'JX 1250, 
l,C.,i,.Lu\O 

Dear ir, 

new Zealand. 

6th , over.,ber, I l:16.:, 

✓ehicul..ir :erry Landi nr 

i'han, you for y0tir letter c:1t ct 23rd Ccto!Jer, 
I 9C3 nc• for the enclosurP" concer 1in• tie Vet i c 1lar :erry 
l ·indint•. I h,wP not n:-10 ti, ,e to <atu<!v u 11 thP detail" of the 
L.mdin_ d" yet !Jut "flOJlG any )Ointr- ar.i'H:' on ,1hicl1 I re 11ire infor
nntion, hen satudyi11~ tt e plans etcetera I \\ill co1 micate \\i.th 
you. 

Y Jr" I i tuf\ .. lly, 

Civ.J~~ 
~ 1, 

,1rvo,.,r 1.)er inten<ient 



cAuchlnnh ~arbour ifoar~ 

MEMORANDUM 
FROM 1~0/46 

The Secretary, 
lrnngarei Harbour Board, 

P.o . :Cox 141, 
1 r G P,T • 

Dear Sir, 

6th November·, 1 963. 

YEIUCUL".R FERRY !ANDING 
I aclmov,lcdce receipt of' your letter of' 1 ot November 1963 

enclooing chey_uo f'or the balance of the purchase price on the 
vehicular :ferry land:!ng as previousl y agreed. Receipts f'or the 
total amount of £10 , 200 are attached. 

The assistance of your Board is requested in taking delivery 
as soon as possible . This Board' s Chief' Dngi:;.1eer will co-ol)erate 
wi t h your Harbour Superintendent in making the necessary arrange-
ment s . · 

Yours faithfull y , 

The Chief ~ngineer, 

Copy Eor your information. 

~ I 
.9-::::NERl\.L l. '\NAGER,,. 



I.. 
Copy to the Mechanical Engineer. 

2~ October, 1963 

Captain D. • l ielocn, 
I.nrbour · peri 1tc ant, 
\ l w1..qaroi Hnrbour oard, 

~69, 
• 

o to hove now con ni1c fol' 11 rto of the 
bovo 04 •ip. ont to be concentrated in n 1' .. p acoo to f' c itu e 

llon ing over to y , and 1nvcntor1oo of: tho 1tcmc ho.vo boon □ e , 
cop1oo or mich uro o cloned horow1th. 

It hnn been ucc1<1 a to ... rovido yoo. 1th the o:r1 inol 
tr .. cinco , ell no rinto or ull rclovnnt occh cul ra .. i ,o, 
p, to ru hie co 1co 01• _.ch . ill -o . pt ,y t c .. . n •• 
Ol"i 1 o of: the electrical c :ra .1n,cro lll'C ot1ll roq,11:ro , 
on.ly oi' t 1coe dro .. 1 o a c being oum.>- c • Lioto or 1000 
drau o, ,,hi . ~nll bo !> otca l• er ocp rate cover arc uloo 
enclooed. 

, num 01· of po1nto which ~11_ concern y , o. !'il'l.'.J 
inot,. 1~ tion of tile _.._ i~ arc n?t bclo;1:-

3. 

G. 

8 . 

Tho ::10 n balance ·.,cieht o· o Jcno1o •·ho:1vc uni to 
ore not yet boJ.te O\m onto the ortru. boo.'Jo -
th1o muot bo done ·u~ing oooc bl,y of' tho bri c 
and bola ice \ oi to in orlcr to cnaurc cori•cct 
all r:iont of the 0 1CUVOO • 

Tl e main bu_ancc ,aieht gll:t(loo oho m on dra'."!litlC 
~~5/J ore not ode, ac tloue o old aloo be 

1'i t tc to placo dur1n as cmb.J..y . 'l'h ., 1 c 
roilo nt•e e.x.:.otiil[ . 

Tne u_p r inc ho •e acccoo l dcr hoc con 
rcr:iov to prevent vandal1om, an~ tl1o, 1-
huvo to be :rold a. back into _l cc. 

I a uill.i l3 to rov1dc YOl it 0. 0 3!'0 i'lo.!.) 
for• tl10 brl .,c, n ,nro cloctric 1 contractor 
col lo tlpo an.a o ,arc f'loot ond 1101 t om. tclx:o. 

lo 1·00 way ooi'cty barrier in uvn1l~tblo, b t tho'1o 
barrioro wcr or o oira~l c tu ulor dcs1 n ao o \m 
in o e cl ae~ > otour nho. 

1ac roll .ro f'ot' •·1 c 
n~o not fitt • • • 
r-ollcr3 boor arc not o 
of,.; o ort al ;:o 

cc art 
<'l 5;.'5/3. 

float an icight ror o~to:~atic co~tt'Ol oft • 
br1dec by mcano 01' u f'loat o ii tch a!'c ova:!., no_o• 
but the f'loat ton •• a.o oho· n drn, ., . 555/3 
t;o.o not boon made. Uo.1cvor, a o .1 tublo enc th 
ot' pi O ll bo OU!.)pliC<l • 

.".J.l the ncccocur:1 1'!'C r "'eo etc. \7111 c pro•l'i • 
Thc□c c ncl'1 ropo3 and hove ll)t been .. e un, as 
the ,., tho 1•cq11L o 11 be t be chcc . ...o ou.i t 
ar,-3 u ;i.t'i o.t-ono y u .• .o en the otccl 
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Captain n.,,. liclocn, 2;,l'd October. 1963 
Harbour 'uporlnton....a .t , 
.1umenrc1 , ~rbour Board, 

P. O. x 269, 
...;1,1.;·I,.;;;! '•l • 

por t al 1a n:,untc on your baoc. 

9. It hoo been noticed thnt the nain ohai't hcur1nec of 
the 1'lap hoiot have boon fitt incorrect , and theoe 
should be turnc ar:mnd co ao to avoid ta.:1.ncr the load 
on the winch by tonoion in tho bcar1ne CQJ b lto. 

10. The electrical oqu1_, ont wa.o r.ew on or:!.cin inotru.lt:ltion 
and hno been "mczcercd" reccntl;'J, o.lt• ough it io obviouo 
thnt oomo t'lctcriorotlon boo occurod. oot of the 
condu1 t r1orlt io complete but wirillG waG tenpot>aI"J i'or 
tooting only a."ld will neca. to be replace • 

11 . l tho electrical equi cnt tat 10 not per.ancntly 
fixed in the vlinch houoo 10 so ~rotely crate and 
mar~~ca. l 11r.li t o,Ji tcllco arc o~ the Igron.1c type 
and are complete with mountine brnckcte and. oporot1ne 
arno. 

12. No amneter 1o ouppli -£or inclusion 1n the main wirinz 
ao ohown on arat'.rl!ll', EI/B1 84. 

The ie1ghto of' the la.rec 1 toms ra.rigo u_p to a )0'1t 45 tons 
Wld 1n riurticalar the bri<.1e;o and portal ill be aw,_·,ard to ho.rvne. 
I ohnll be intorent to hove dotaile of' yru;r:, propooalo for t ne 
dc11vory of tho equ1 cnt, and tr~ot that you 1111 be able to 
advise oe ohortly of tho opprox1mote dote you propooo to load the 
lurt,cr purta. 

lCL. Invcntorico. 
Drawing oto. 
Plant Hocordo. 

Youro fuith~ 11:J, 

ioteo on ectricol Qpcration. 
Photocru~ho o~ Guto (10) 
Contactor r..oai'lets . 

DD1':LUC : 



336 J\udtlan~ tfltarbour lfiloar~ 
-~ ~== = 2549 A 

INSTRUCTIONS TO FOREMEN & INSPECTORS 
ENGIN EER'S OFFICE, 

To lll:X::lIANICAL · 'iOIUEER Date 12th Jul.v , 

S ubject pl. 

070 300 ,o -•<t 
Pl eaoe note that the \ihru:igarei Ilarb,-,ur ard hoo 

now made a subotantial depooit towardo the purcha.se of tho 
Bir~enhead Vohicular Ferry Landing and exJccto to complete 
the purchase early in October. Arrangementa f or tnld.ng 
clcli very are to be made by their Hur our '1upor1ntendent, Capt. 
Uoileon. 

The main pnrta are stored on no th \:ull. but odd 
ite:mo are stored in other places. The gear 1o to be delivered 
complete to t1o.ke a wor •• ing unit includine t·lnp, wi~illf" coar, 
control equipment oru1 interlocks but without steel piles for 
:fcundat1ons or timber iecking. 

Pl eaoe arrange uith F. O.' • & ectrical Er-,,gineer 
to have all the neceooaI"J itcmo concentrated in a :fe~ pl~cco 
to :f·· cilitut e handing over, uive an inventory made and check 
over to ensure campleteneso. See notec of interview j . t~ . 62 
letter 6. J.i, . 62 on f'ilo 336. 

You ore to rcpor-t 
the Oft'ice to prepare choree 

Copies to: 
Foreman Of' ,Jerks . 
Electrical Engineer. 

~hen delivery is of'~ectcd to cnublo 
ehceto ond etc. 

~b'rf ~cr ~ -

(This Form to be filled up do returned to Enarineer's Office immediately on completion of Work) 

Labour 

Material 

This work was completed on __________ al a cost of:-

Total£ 

REMARKS: ------------------------------

Si.gnalure'------------

EIO Date ______ __ l9 



t 
FROM 

Tho Se ere tary , 

~ucklnnb ~nrbour ~fonr~ 

MEMORANDUM 

Wha.ngarei Harbour Board• 
P . O. BOA. 141 , 
1 ifl'J1NGAREI o 

Dear Si r , 
.Yllli!,91JLAR FERRY L.!\NDirG 

26th April 1 963 

I acknowledge r1ceipt o-£' your letter WIIB . 9/5/4 dated 2nd 
April 1963 advisi11g that the requisite loan allt ority has 1.Jeen 
obtained to purchase the ve' ~ular ferry landing from this 
Board for the sumo-£' £10,200. 

If you would now prepare an ''l\greement to Purchase" and 1
1 or(mrd 

sa.i:e f'or our consid.crntion, arrangements could be □ade f'o::.' ~-rour 
Bo$r,l to take deli vecy of' the landing as soon as the Agreement 
has been s i gned, and for payment to be m de in accordance with 
the termo and conditions laid down in the _'.gre:;:,ent . It is 
conGidci•ed that tl is may mwiet your Boarc.1 i::i. obtaining early 
deli very and nroceed w~ th the orkn 11:!.'ior Lo ·' ~ nctua,_ rai.::;ir.s 
of the necossu:::>y loan J.~:Lnance. 

Youro :r ithi'u,_ly , 

THE: CHIEF ENGINEER 

Copy for information. 

~ ~ ,t; ~. IIAIJ.I~ 
~t:f-«-f'~· ~ 

1 

(A_ ;~L MANAGER v./1_?£ 



336 

19th February, 1963. 

THE CHIEF ENGINEER THE PURCHASING AND STORES OFFICER 

VEHICULAR BRIDGE EX BIRKENHEAD 

Messrs. A.h. Br yant Limited have dismantled and 
removed the above bridge and the site at the Breastwork 
between Bledisloe and Jellicoe \iharves has been left 
clean and tidy. 

Their deposit of £50. o. o. may now be refunded. 

CHIEF E.NGINE:c;R TO THE BOARD 
\IJT:H.EW 



The Managing Director, 
Messrs. A.v, . Bryant Ltd., 
P. O. Box 7034, 
Pfoj...,ONB"i 

Dear Sir, 

15th November, 1962 . 

VEIUCU4!!. RI DGE EXJIRK NHEAD 

Further to my letter uated 8th Octot er, 1962, I wish 
to advise thnt t l.e above bridge was transferred from 
Birkenhead and placed on the Breastwork between Bledieloe 
and J ellicoe \,l'larvea on 15th November, 1962. 

I would draw attention to the condi tions of so.le 
t hat the bridge is to be completely removed b y you within 
one month and that the site on which you break it up is t o 
be left clean and tidy to my satisfaction. 

Your deposit of £50. o. o. will be returned to you 
af'ter satisfactory observance of the above conditi ons . 

Yours fai thi'ully , 

C.dI EF E;4UI.NEill TO THE BOARD 



c41\ucklnnb ~arbour ~foarll 
MEMORANDUM 

FROM TO 

... 1.1.:t.4. .. 0.oto°P.er. .•... 1.9.62 .• 

The Purchasin & Stores Office The Ch.ef E 

VEHICULAR BRIIX::-E EX BIRKENHEAD 

Messrs A.YI . Bryant Ltd., have, this d~v, lodged cheques 
for £156 and £50 as set out in your letter to them dated 8th 
October 1962, ref. 336. 

Will you please advise me if the conditions relating 
to removal and clearance of site are observed in order that I 
may arrange for the refund of deposit. 

PURCHASING & ST<RSS OFFIUER 



1912 A 

INSTRUCTIONS TO FOREMEN & INSPECTORS 

ENGINEER'S OFFICE, 

Date 16th ~ctober 

Subject w,c;:wu BRIDGE EX 

070 Z> oo •o - 19 

The B1rken.nend Vehicular Ferry Bridee hos 
been sold to A., •• I ryant Limited. Pleo.se arrange to 
remove tho bridee !ro.m Birkenhead and ploco 1t 
ashore in the vicinity of Jellicoe Wharf. 
Trni'ric Janager.fanrbourwnGter have bee 

The 
1n1'ormcd 

ao !,)lenoe m::ikc the detailed arrangements with them. 

1962 

<lliief~---

(This Form Co be filled up & returned to Engineer's Office Immediately on completion of Work) 

Labour 

Material 

This work was completed on, __________ at a cost of:-

1912 A 
Total£ 

REMARKS: ----------------------------- -

SignalureL_ _________ _ 

ElO Date ____ ____ l9 



PURCHASING AND STORES OFFICER: 

336 

The Managing Dil•ectoi•, 
Messrs. A.'i, . nryant Ltd., 
.P.o. Box 7034, 
.POh.J0.1:,BY 

Dear .-ir, 

Copy for your inf'ormation 

8th October~ 1~62. 

)/JiliICUIJffi llRIDGE EX BIRKF@IEAD 

I acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 13.9.62 
regardi ng t he purcnase or -1;~11::1 Birkenhecd veh icular bridge 
ond st ating t hat t his particular bridge i s t he one J OU 
reg_u.ire most urgently . 

In reply I have to advise that on receipt o~ your 
che Q.ue for £156 wh1ch should be sent to t h e Bonrcl' s 
Purchasing and Stores Officer, wrangements vdll be made to 
land the bridge near Jellicoe .hart i'or you to cut up and 
remove. 

Conditio.£13 of s ale are t hat the bridge be completely 
removed by you within one month of its being delivered to 
you as above and that t he ai te on which you break 1 t up be 
left clean an.J tidy to my satisfaction. As a guarantee to 
t his effect plea.Je 1'orwo.rd a further cheque for .£50. o. o. 
which will be returned to you ar'ter satie~actory observance 
of the obove conditions. 

Yours f'aithi'ul ly, 

Crlib.1.<· E1·,GlNEER TO 'l'liE BOARD 

ANT:ID..1 



· , J\ucklanll ;J{urbour ~ourb. 

Alf ~lk,, 



RY NT LTD. 
23 JERVOIS ROAD, PONSONBY, AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND 

TELEPHON[ 11-139 (3 LINES) e P.O. BOX 703 ◄ e PENROSE DEPOT 595-757 

TtiE CHIEF ENGINEER, 

AUCKLAND HARBOUR BOARD, 

C .P.O. Box 1259, 

AUCKLAND I 

13TH S E PTEMBER, 1962 

WE ACC EPT YOUR PRICE OF £642 FOR THE THREE VEHICULAR BRIDGES AS OUTLINED 

II\ YOUR LETTER OF 3RD. AUGUST, 1962. 

THE BIRKENHEAD BRIDGE IS THE ONE WE REQ.UIRE MO ST URGENTLY, ANO WE WOULD 

LI KE TO HAIIE THAT ONE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THE OTH Ek TWO BRIDGES ARE NOT REQ.U I RED 

U Rv ENTLY 1 AND WE SUG GEST THAT THE DELIVERY OF THEM COULD BE SU BJECT TO A LATER 

ARRANG EMENT• 

YOURS FAITHFULLY, 

A.W,BRYANT LTD. 

R.F.GRANT. 
MANAGING DIRECTOR. 



FROM 

T11e Ge c.1.•etarJ, 
A . i i . I:l•yant Ltd. , 
P . O. Box 7034, 
.t.QD191m.X. 

f.uchlanb ~arbour ~~oar~ 

MEMORANDUM 

Y.I:;. C: LfLAR FERRY BR.J~ 

At a. ,nceting of tlw Boaro on Tueb i fl,'Y l ust considera tion as 
c .i.van to t he J.ic.t'o :. 1 of ' th1;; ,~0uv·o t:-,;_u.l1,1..tc.:..ut. 

You1• Com_pE...lY' a inter est i n a c quiring t hree vehicula r brid r;es 
f'or u se in whA1•J' re-con:Jtr•uc t ion was r of'er1,ed to and i t was agr.3ed 
t hese b e s o l d t o you,;> Company a t the price of'fered. amountin6 t on 
t ota l or ap~rox i matel y £642. 

I sh oul d b e p l oaoed i.f you would make the n.ec -::clSDr'J a r r nn ge;nentc 
u ith t he Ch i e i' E.ng.ineer. 

Yours .faith.fully, 

The Chief Engineer - ,,,,.. 

Copy for your informa tion. 

DJP:FS 



.2.,~ISPQSLL OF REDJJND.: NT VEHICUU..R LANDINGS 

The General ME,n e-,ger r eported that the Bay of Isle.nds Harbour 
Board bad now advised it was unable to make use or the 8.bove 
equipment and he recommended tha t the t hr ee bridges be now sold 
to AoW. Bryant Ltd. as recornmended by the Chief Engineer in May 
i 962. 
Recommended -

Tha t the report be adopted. 

~ ~ + ~--'· . 



$ COMMITIE.t.. 

REDU:ND:.1.\fT vn:UCUL.\.R Li.J\1DINGS 

The reports of' the Chief' Engineer and General Manac;er 
detailed the equipment under the above he~ding and recommend2tions 
f'or its disposal. 

Recommended -
That the reports ns nmended be adopted. 

During discussion on this item Mr. Natl1ari advised that the 
Bay of' Islands Harbour Board was required to undertake improvement 
to f'erry facilities in its area and considered that opportunity 
should be taken to contact that Board with a view to disposing of' 
vehicular bridges intact rather than selling at scrap value as 
suggested in the ~eport. 

IT WAS AGREED to delete Section 2 of' the Chief' Engineer's 
recommend2,tion to allow this approach to be made. 

ADOPTEr BY BOA 
·-·········' _ .... J ....... . 

.; .. JUN 



119 
120/46 

22nd May, 1962 . 

The General Manager, 
A.H.B . 

REDffi\TDi'J.'\JT VEEICULJ.R LA.c~DINGS 

Consideration has beei1 Biven to the disposal of the 
various redundant vehicular landings and associated 
equipment . To date nothing actually 11 firm11 has been 
achieved, but it appears likely that they may be disposed 
of in the manner set out below . 

The main parts of the redundant equipment are as 
follows: 

(A) 

(B) 

(c ) 

Birkenhead: 

II 

Devenport: 

Existing: 

New, but not 
install ed 

Existing: 

Western Vehicular LaDd:iJlg: 

Eastern Vehicular Landing 

One bridge 
One pontoon 
One bridge, flap 

& motor 
One steel portal ,) 

winch & motors ) 

(C) 
(C) 

0De bridge (B) 
One R. C. portal 
Portal winch & motors 

One bridge & f'lap (A) 
One R.C. portal (A) 
Portal winch & motors 

One bridge (B) 
One R. C. portal 
Portal winch & motors 

The Royal N. Z, Navy is considering the use of Western 
Vehicular Landing as a trainin2, establishment for 
R,N . Z. N.V.R . in lieu of lot 12 Hamer Street . If thi s 
materialises they will also require the pontoon from 
Birkenhead. Conditions of license, so.le and fees 
are at present under consideration. This would di spose 
of the items marked (A) in the above list. 

There is an enquiry from A.vi . Bryant Limited for three 
vehicular bridges for dismantling and alter8.tion f or 
use in a wharf reconstruction elsew11ere . This would 
absorb the items marked (B) (ex Birkenhead, Devenport 
and Ee.stern Vehicular Landings). The price offered 
i s really only scrap value, £4 per ton for steelwork 
and £1 % super. for hard\7ood . This would amount t o 
some £432 for steelnork and £210 for hardwood . I 
recommend the acceptance of this offer if the enquir er 
wishes to proceed. 

We have received an eng_uiry from ·1ihongarei Harbour 
Board through their Harbour Superintendent for one 
only vehicular landing complete . The most suitable 
one for this purpose v1ould be tl1e spare bridge, nen 
portal e'bc, constructed for Birkenhead but not installed .. 
The suggested basis for sale of this landing complete 
except for piled foundationsAfor portal is £10 , 200. 
(Letter from Whangarei Harbour Board dated 3.5 . 62 -
copy herewith - refers) . The \·il1angarei Harbour Board 
now ask for an o~tion for the r'U.I'chas.e until loan 
authority is obtained, which would probably mean a 
delay of at least six months . Since this offer is 
considerably above scrap value, I recommend t,1at the 
Whangarei Harbour Board be given the option which 
they seek. 



J20 
- 2 -

This would appenr the,1. to leave us v1i th three 
portal Wil1.ches, bridge flaps• ai1.d tvJO R .C. portals to 
dispose of. The v1inci.1.es • being built for the special 
purpose are unlikely to fetch anything more than scrap 
value. Some of the motors are being utilised for other 
A.H.B. purposes . The two R.C. portals (Devonport and 
Eastern Vehicular Landil1.c;) are E- liability and. should 
be demolished at a suitable opportunity. 

To summarise, I recommend that -

(1) The Birkenhead pontoon, 's.:estern Vehicular Bridge _and 
R.C. Portal be disposed of to the Royal N.Z , Navy 
subject to satisfactory t erms being arrnnged . 

(2) The three bridges listed under (B) be disposed of to 
L.W . Bryant Limited for a total sum of approximately 
£642. 

(3) An option to purchase the new portal, winch, bridge 
etc.• ex Birkenhead be given to the \11Thru1.garei Harbour 
Board at a negotiated price of approximately £10 , 000 . 

(4) Remaining winches, flaps, motors and parts not required 
by A.H .B. be disposed of through Stores Department 
to the best mvnntage. 

(5) The portals at Eastern Vehicular Landing and Devonport 
be demolished when op:gortunity offers. 

The Chairman, 
General Purposes Committee , 
A,UC~MND__E.~O.Y.E...]_O~ 

CHIEF ENG I NEER TO THE BOARD 

I recommend that authority be given to proceed with the 
disposal of this equipment in terms of the Engineer's 
recommendation. 

GENERAL MAJ:1!.Afillli 

23I'd May 1962 



Capt. D .w • Nielocn, 
Harbour Sunerintcndent, 
ihangnrei I-Io.rbour Bonrd, 
P.O. Box 2GSl, 
'.'Hl\ ~m.AREI 

Dear Sir, 

12th April, 1962. 

VF'ffICTTT,AR FERRY 1,_A -mrrg 

1962. 
I acknovlcC.ge. receipt ot: your letter ot: 6th lipril, 

The e quipment li::1ted therein, iud aa diocuaaec'l by 
you ,;i th our ! esnrs. Gcoacir C'.J:ld r:u tchinnon on 2 . Li .62 
will be nvailobl0. The il.S.J'a purchased i'or use as 
piled fow1do.tion f'or tho portal tower (I.re not included. 
These have been used for other purposes and were not 
includea vii th the equipment inspected by you . 

If your Boord submits a formal ot:i'er ot: £10 , 200 
I shaJ.l recommend 1tc ncccptnnce by this Board, and I 
hnve no reason to doubt that my recommendation will be 
adopted. 

Yours faithfull y, 

CHIEF EHGI IBF.R TO T!ill OJ RD 
JRS:HEW 



'Telephones : 2382 & 7087 

' ~arbour ~oaro 
Please address all correspondence 

to the Secretary 

P.O. Box 269, 

WHANGAREI, 
D,'IN/JAl:I New Zealand. 

6th April, 1962, 

Mr. Sutton, 
Chief Engineer to the Board, 
Auckland Harbour Board, 
P.O. Box 1259, 
AUCKLAND, 

Dear Sir, 

Vehicular Ferry Landing 

Thank you for your letter dated 26th March, 1962, I wish 
to confirm discussions with your l\lr. Goodsir and Mr. Hutchinson on Tuesday 
2nd April, 1962 concerning the above equipment,. 

Listed below are the Board's requirements. 

A vehicular landing complete as a working unit which will 
include the following equipment, 

gear. 
New 110 ft landing bridge complete with fl8 p and operating 

No hardwood decking. 

Steel portol tower complete with winch house and winches, 

Electrical motors and electrical equipnient and gear. 

Counter weights with all necessary sheafs and blocks. 

Discussions with you revealed that our offer for the above 
equipment was £10,200 but before I put this matter to the Board I shall 
be glad if you would confirm in writing that the above arrangements are 
acceptable to your Board, 

Yours faithfully, 

Capt, D,W. Nielsen, 
Harbour Superintendent. 





Captain Neilsen, 
V/hangarei Harbour Board, 
P.O. Box 269, 
WHANGAREI 

Dear Sir, 

26th March, 1962. 

VEIITCULAR FERRY BRIDG"li:S 

Since your vioit to Auckland when you inspected 
the disused vehicular ferry bridges and equipment a 
private company has made an offer for the bridges. 

Could you please let me know whether you are 
interested in buying the bridges and equipment, and if so, 
when you will be in a position to negotiate their purchase. 

Yours faithfully, 

PSH:HEW CHIEF ENGINEF.R TO THE BO.ARD 
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23 JERVOIS ROAD, POMSOMBY, AUCKLAND, MEW ZEALAND 

TELEPHONE 11- 139 (3 LINES) e 

T HE CH I EF E NG i NEER, 

A U CKLA ND HARBOUR BOARD , 

PR ! VAT E BAG, 

AUCl<L .. NO 

J EAR SIR , 

P.O. BOX 7034 e PENROSE OEPOT 595-757 

16TH MARCH 1962 

,IE CONF I RM THAT WE ARE PREPARED TO PAY THE PRICE OF £4 ( FOUR POUNDS ) 

PER TON FOR THE STEEL CONTENT AND £1 (ONE POUND) PER SU_f'ER FOOJ;, FO!J-_ THE HARDWOOD 

CONTENT OF THE T HREE VEHICULAR FERRY BR I DGES AT PRESENT SI T UAT ED A~ DEVONPORT 

( 2 ) T HE END OF FRENCH 8THEET ON THE E AST ERN RECLA I MATI ON AND (J) I N STORf,GE 

ON THE VIADUCT NEXT TO T H E ,JvNYARD WHARF • 

..:A 
T H I S PR I CE OFFERED ON THE CONDITION THAT YOU ARE PRE 0 ARED TO TRANSPORT 

" THESE BRIDGES TO AN ACCESS ! BLE ? I ECE OF GROUND \'/HERE VIE CAN CUT THE/A UP SUBJECT 

TO rtE~10VAL •• \'IE ESTI MAT E THAT \VE COULD COMPLETE THE REMOVA L 2 t.10NTHS AFTER T liE 

BR I DGES ARE AVA ILABLE . 

T oNAGES WOULD BE CALCULATED ON FLOAT I NG CRANE VICIGHTS OR ON \"/EIGHTS 

ESTI MATED FROM DRA~ I NGS . 

~E WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU AS SOON AS POSS I BLE. 

,-

~~NAGl~G 01 ECTOR . 
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The Managing Director, 
Mes srs . A.u. Bryant Ltd., 
P.a. Dox 7034, 
AUCKL/\ND 

Dear Sir, 

5th February, 1962. 

VLHICUf..AR BRIDGES . 

I acknor;led.ge receipt oi' your let ter of 2nd 
February. 

There is no vehicular bridge ot Northcote this 
aer.•ice having been discontinued in 1947. 

We have , however, t he vehicular br1dees at Devenport, 
Birkenhead, E·atern Vehicular Landin& (French Street) and 
~leatern Vehicular LandinL (Frccmans Day) and in addition a 
new bPidge built for Birkenhead, which was never installed 
in position - i . e. five in all . 

With the exception of the bridge at Uestern 
Vehiculor Landin~ (which is likely to be required for other 
purposes) the oth r four vehicular bridges are available for 
diapc,sal . 

I suggest that your Company mnke on of fer for such of 
these aa you ore i nterested in. If you need ony f'urther 
particulars as to design, dimensions ond permissible loading, 
you could get in touch with my Desienine Engineer, Mr . P.s . 
Hutchinson who will be able to give you nny further infor'Innti on 
you oay require . 

Yours f aithi'ully, 

CHI EF E'GII!EER TO TUE BOARD. 

JRS:HE\l 



RYAIIT LTD. 
23 JERVOIS ROAD, PONS ONBY, AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND 

T[LEPHONE 11-1 39 (3 LINES) e 

CHIEF ENGINEER, 

AUCKLAND HARBOUR BOARD, 

PRIVAT E BAG, 

AUCKLAND . 

P.O. BOX 7034 e PENROSF DEPOT 595-757 

2ND FEBRUARY 1962 

~• E ARE CONTEMPLAT I NG THE USE OF THE THREE FERRY LANDING BRIDGES 

AT PRESEN T SITUATED AT NORTHCOTE, DEVONPORT, AND WYNYARD WHARF, IF YOU HAVE 

NO FURTHER USE FOR THEM . 

WOULD YOU BE GOOD ENOUGH TO ADVISE IF THEY ARE FOR SALE, AND I F So, THE 

PRICE ASKED BY THE BOARD? IF NO PRICE HAS BEEN SET, YOU MAY CONSIDER AN OFFER 

FROM US . 

YOURS FA I THFULLY, 

R . F. GRANT . 

MANAGING DIRECTOR. 



35531 (5M) 

TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER FOR TRANSPORT, 

BOX 1002 K, G.P.O., HOBART 

TELEPHONE 2 71 3 1 

File No. 

The Chief Engineer, 
Auckland Har bour Board, 
AUCKLAND. 

Dear Sir, 

P.O. Box 5)5, 
AUCKLAND, C, l. N.Z, 

8th August, l 9tD • 

The Transp0rt Commission having purchased the m:>tor vessel 
"Sumatra" have now decided that I should tow the vehicular ferry "Ewen 
Alison" to Hobart with her when undertaking the delivery voyage , 

It is necessary now for me to collect the required towing 
equipment and whilst I have been successful in obtaining wire rope, 
swivels, etc . , I have not been able to secure lg" cable from any of the 
merchants nor the Naval Department . 

From discussions Captain Fant and I had with Mr, Hutchinson we 
are led to believe you have this particular size in stock. 

For the purpose of making up a bridle to give us the correct 
catenary when coupled with our towing wire two 15 fathom lengths are 
required . 

The purp0se of this letter is to enquire whether you could see 
your way cl ear to sell to m;y Commission the required lengths of lg" 
cable with appropriate cable joining shackles from your stock. 

I f unabl e to sell then would it be possible to let us have the 
cable on a r eplacement basis and permit us to place an order in 
Australia with the Falkiner Machiner y Company, Brisbane, for delivery to 
your Board. 

Any assistance you could render to us in this direction would be 
gr eatly appreciated. 

:~,~ 
-:1;,4 ~ ~DOCK 

Marine Superintendent . 



PHONE N o, 2 272 1 

·•11.EGRAMS: 
"STATE WORKS," HOB ART 

ALL COMMUNIC ATlON S TO BE 
AODR ESSED TO THE SECRET ARY; 

G .P, 0 . eox 682E, HOBART 
,fDC/3 

il.rpadut.rttt of Jubltr If nrlUI wanututtia 

ijnhart .16th J:;ove.mb;;.r, 1959, 

WHEN R E PLYIN G 

PLEASE QuoTE No . .. .. . 2/1 $.Q.'.'.'.9/L}o . 
S EPARATE L E TTER S TO B E W RITT EN ON E A CH S UBJECT 

Dear Sir, 

Vehi cul:::.r 1<'0rry Lanoings. 

Thank you. for your letters of 2.ud Sept0mber 
and 9th November, 1959, concer_.6_n6 the above matter. 

Ne under·stand :from Ur. l,1addocks of the 
Tas,nanian Transport Department, who visited Auckland 
in connection with the ferries , that it would not be a 
practicable proposition to ship the ferry landin6 
gear on the ferr·ies when they are sent to TasLia 1.ia . 

de have invcst.ic.;atcd t11E: cost oi' shippL:'-" 
the materials by r.ol'!,ial commer·ch,1 routes and havE: 
concluded thu t very 1i tt .Le, if a11y, saving in cost 
would arise in the coEstruct.:.on of :Cerry landings L: 
1'asmania were ·:,c to util.i.se the materials you have 
for disposal . 

'rhe question as to whether or• r,ot the 
ferry is to be installed at the site that this 
Department was investigating has not yet been 
decided by the appropriate Parliamentary Commit tee . 

It therefore seems inadvisable for us to 
make any temporary reservation "r·orn sale of any of 
the parts . 

J' 1• ,'.,.-;......,,..._) If-. t) 
v• We would like to taKe this opportunity or 

, - hr<~,..o-e. ~,h,r !J. ' tharu-'1n~ you f'or the trou.ole you have taken in 
µ ~ - I 

providing inf'orr,mc.ion &bout this eq_uipment . 

10 ra ~aith1ully , 

The Chief .,l!;ngineer, .,.,e&---~ ,,, . 
Auckland Har bou.r Board, ·2¢',t?-'-"CK..:.1ARY • 
Quay Street, AUCKLA~,D. 



'Phot ' N o. 2 2721 

Telegr /,;,s: 

" STATEWORK S," H OBART. 

A ll Communications to be 
Addressed to The Secretary, 
C.P.O .. Box 662 E, Hobart. 

Mr . J . 11 . Sutton, 
;;uckla nd Har b our Board, 

C..i. .u. Box 1259 , 
.1iU;___KL,-,1~D. N . 1., . 

Dear Si r, 

ilepartni.ettt of fuhltr lilorka. IDasmmtiH 
~obnrt. 11t h November , 1959 

I Wt!EN RF.PLY IN G 2/ B0-9-4 P LEA.Si-; Q UOT E No. _l 
Se1mrote l , ette rs ~o be Written 011 each S1cbject . 

Receipt is acknowledged of your communication of 
9th November , 1959 

........................................................................................................................... concerning ............................................... . 

............................ Vehicular ... Fer ry La ndings .•............................................................................................ 

The matter is receiving considerat ion . 

Yours f a ithfully 

(E. Boye s ) 

SECRE1'ARY 
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00:t Y TO HLJ) 0.h•'ICE 
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The Secretary, 
Le1)artment oi' Public 1rorks, 

~l.'r &.,t..nia, 
G. P. v. Lox 662E, 
HOBART 

Dear Sir, 

9th Novew!b0r, 1 959 • 

V HIC•,I, P PF.HRY I.A iDJNGS 

Further to my letter 2nd ..:;CJ,tmnbcr• and your 
acknoi.ledg,mcnt 2/180-9/it o:f' 7th 8epte:.nbe1•, will you 
p).ear;e advine rne whether you have 1•eacbed uny ciecision 
in this matter . 

It is the Board's intention to advertise the 
vehiculul' fer•ry la1.ding equi1,1nent for disposal ·but in 
view 01• your enquiry indicating that you may require a 
reasonable p1·oportion of the machinery and equipment 
in f)e·ts no fu1°U.er action has been to.ken to dispose of any 
of t:te machinery or equipment piecemeal . Jiov.cver, it 
has now beco .. c necesr;ary to p1·oceed l'li th the aisposal 
of t he landings and machinery. 

I would be prepared to reserve temporarily f1•om 
sale uny parts in which you may be definitely interested 
if you require addi tionel time: to U1'1~Jve a~ u decision 
p1•ovided I receive prompt advice defining which ite~1s 
you would like to have reserved tmd an indication v,r.e!. un 
o.tfer may be expected . ,i'ill you tneret'ore please advise 
how tr.is matter stands with your DepartQent . 

You1•0 :t:'ai th.fully, 

T E tOARD 

JAG :HEB 





Pl-~ONE:: No. 2 2721 
~ 

TELrC(;RAMS, 

••STATEWORKS," HOBART 

W00:10. 
ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO BE 

ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY, 
G,P ,O . DOX 936J, HOBA RT 

1ll.epartm.eut nf Juhlit llnrkll wa.smauia 
fff nhart ........ A:t;~ ... P.~~llll;>.~r, ... 19.59.~. 

WHEN REPLYI NG 

PLEASE Q uoTE No ... ....... ?./gl(~:~(li: 
SEPARATE LETTERS TO BE WRITTEN ON EACH SUBJECT 

Dear Sir, 

Vehicular Ferry Landings: 

With reference to your letter of the 1st. of 
December, 1959, it would appear that our reply to your letters 
dated 2nd September and 9th November has gone astray and we 
herewith enclose a copy of this reply of 16th November, 1959 for 
your information. 

The Chief Engineer, 
· Auckland Harbour Board, 

Quay Street, 
AUCKLAND. 

Yours faithfully, 

~ ? . ~ 
· ~TARY. 



16th November, 1959. 

Dear Sir, 

Vehicular Ferry Landings: 

Thank you for your letters of 2nd September and 9th 
November, 1959, concerning the above matter. 

We understand frcm Mr. Maddocks of the TaSDm1ian 
Transport Department, who visited Auckland in connection with the ferries, 
that it would not be a practicable proposition to ship the ferry 
landing gear on the ferries when they are sent to Tasmania. 

We have investigated the cost of shipping the materials 
by normal commercial routes and have concluded that very little, if any, 
saving in cost would arise in the construction of ferry landings in 
Tasmania were we to utilise the materials you have for disposal. 

The question as to whether or not the ferry is to be 
installed at the site that thiw Department was investigating has not yet 
decided by the appropriate Parliamentary Committee. 

It therefore seems inadvisable for us to make any 
temporary reservation from sale of any of the par '.; ·. 

We would like to talce this opportunity of thanking 
you for the trouble you have taken in providing informatic:n about this 
equipment. 

The Chief Engineer, 
Aµckland Harbour Board, 
Quay Street, 
AUCKLAND. 

Yours faithfully, 

SECRETARY: 



;,)-,'/ 
?71n11e I n. B 2721 

:)lro,·n,,s: 
' ' S1'AT1':WORKS," H OBART, 

\11 Com m un ie:itionR lo be 
Ac\dr(',1!;ed to The Secreta ry, 
C.P.0 ., Hox ri r.2 g , ll oh:i r t. Drµartmrnt nf Jubltr lf]forlrn, illm,tttattht 

~nburt, 7 tll SE:l l-' t emb er , J.959 . 

Chief En8 i neer, 
~uckland Harb our Board, 
"'-uay Street , 
.,.. UCKL11ND •••.•• . • N. Z • 

I w 11,, n,:i•,.v" " 2/ 180-9/ 4 I 
P u :As F. Quon: N o. 

Sf'J)OT<tl,• f,f'll<'r8 lo be W r itten O?! enrh S111,jec t . 

Dear Sir, 

I , 

.!121e1 

Your r efer enc e -. 3?.? 
Receipt is acknowl edged of your communicat i on of 

2nd Se~t emb er , 195~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
concerning ... .. 

The matt e r is receiving consideration. 

Yours faithfully 

( E. Boyes ) 

SECRETARY 

In view 01' this I 1'eel t1,at I ai11 un~,ble to suggest 
to you ari.:y idea oi' prices th ... t might be acceptable to t ,e 
Do£ r d and the Bl1 idge Autliori ty &.nd l ould r;re1'er to receive 
an of'f'er wllich could tLen be r evorted to tLe interested 
part ies . l have there1'ore (J.Uo ted belm, t he act ual cost t o 
t .e Board 01' ~rovidinu the equi~mcnt in w ich you expressed 
interest . These prices have been broken dorm to individuc;l 
contracts but the sco1-e 01' tr:ese docs not in every case 
agr ee r,i tn the i te o list ed by you :-

(u) 

(b) 

(d) 

New 110 re~t spare landing bridge 
(i·or hirken. cad) exclud:rng ... lap 
operating t:;,car 

&tevlttork. 
• .... r dt.ood deck.1..ng in pluce 
.t'lay cumplcte; less oi,b1·uti1 

geur, a~~roxunutely 

und ( c) t el ort< 1 m,cr 
toge t 1<.;r• with steel framed 
w.£ clli11C;ry ouse 1·1oor 
ut £el 1~rt . ing 1'or , inc house 

R. P . M. sLeetilli, not included . 

w1d ( e ) uin inch (bu.il t for 
Birl.cn.iead) cxcludin"' motors 
· nd el-ctricul ,.ork • 
.1; lo},} i11c1 (built t'or 

irkcn. eod) excluuin__, motors 
· r.d clc ctrical ,.ork . 

£6, 717. 10 . 1 o. 
£1,000 . o. o. 
£1 , 0uO . O. O. 

,,_ , 005 . 10 . J . 
554. u . u. 

£2,814. 4 . 1 . 

£2,619 . 10 . 3 . 

£l., , 029 . 1l . 10 . 



;.., 
,(,,_ / u ill,AD 0~"~'' I CE : 

2nd uCp t embcr , 1959. 

The Secret r.1 , 
Dept . of t'u.blic . orks Tasmania, 
G. l' . v . nox 662:.. , 
HCb, . 'f 

Deur .:.:>ir, 

.t<'E RY L NDII~GS 

I acknowledge receipt of' your 2/180-9/4 <.lnted 
5th u gust . Unrortuna tely it , as t al.en .., little ti..._e 
to asse ble t e infor ation you requested . ~vcn so it 
,10s not been practicable to provide t he in.t.'ornation i n tl.e 
e x ct form you desired but I believe t hct t ne i nf'om;a tion 
set out below will be su.:t'f'icient to enalllc you to , a •• e your 
own assessme nts . 

The uc1.land harbour Bridge ct makes p rovioion 
for t he payme n t of co;ipensation in 1·espcct vt: t he ces sation 
of Ferry ervices and niy .1.,oard Las accordil ,l J lodced a 
c1a· i:n respect of redundant ferry lundil¾:, fac i lities . 
The umount or the 1' inul claii. .. will be i r ... t luei,ccd b y prices 
obto.ined for Lalenble e g_uip .en t. 

In view of t his I 1'eel t a t I r un b le to suggest 
to you a P.y de a o1' ! rices t h ..... t might be •. cce..., t a b l c to t e 
Bo" rd und t he l' idge Authority and \/OUld prei'er to receive 
a n of'f'er which could t Len be reported to t i.e interested 
parties . l have t herefore quoted belo 7 t he a ctual cost to 
t ie ,oard of ~ r oviding t he e qui~ment in which you e xpressed 
i n terest . 'l'hese p rices have b e e ,. l>roken dovm to indi vid m l 
c ontra cts but t l,e sco1 e of t . ese docs not .1.n every cas e 
agree with t ne i te .s lis ted by ,,-ou :-

(a) 

(b ) 

(c..) 

?re 11 0 fevt spa r e landi ng bridge 
(1'01· Birkenl e a d ) c xclud uig J..1 p 
o .;eruting t;cv.I ' 

Ltec h 10r k. 
.t'.ardi.oocl dec.< ... ng i n , l uce 

.1; l ap complet,e, less or,b1 u t ir , 
ge a r, avproxL utcly 

and ( c) t c e l 1 ort, l o ,,cr 
to get 1e1· wi t ll s t e el .Cr nl!ied 
m&clliucr _y iouse 1'loor 
St eel 1' r c .1ing 1·01· inc . l10u ...;e 

. 1 • • sl.eet.1.ne no t 1ncluucd • 

...nd , c) a i n i n c !i ("built 1'or 
Bir·lc n .e n<.l) excl uii 'u .,otors 
Lnd el .ctrica l ,or k . 
1 l a_p i n c r (bu i lt J..·or 
.t,il0 k en e d) exclua i nL r, o tors 
· r d e l e ctrica l , ork . 

£ 6,717 . 10 . 10. 
£1 ,0CJO . O. O • 

.,1 , Ou O. O. O. 

£2 , 06 5 . 10 . 3 . 
554. o. o. 

£2 , 614. • 1 . 

..;o, 71 7 . 1 o . -1 o. 

£2 , 61 9 . 1 o. 3. 
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The Secretury, 
Dept . 01' I-ublic \ orks Tas:nania . 

(1') Old 110 i'eet steel landing 
bridl;e and 1'lap complete with 
decking, buil t 1929 

Approximate coot of 1nuin (£825) 
and auxiliary (£280) winches 
built 1929 for 01urating above 
b~idge. These are in good 
condition and could be mode 
avuilaule . 

(g) For dis. antling unc.1 loading 
allowance has been made 1'or 
handling to bridges complete 
less 1'lap by 80 ton floating 
crane and landing direct on to 
customers ve::.sel or punt by the 
same means . 
Flaps and other gear would be 
handled by other means . On 
this be.Si& tne estimated 
clargeuble cost would be 
approximately 

2nd Septenber , 1959. 

Approx . £4, 000 . o. o. 

£1,105 . o. o. 

£600 . 

The estimate given under (g) makes no allo\iance i'or 
preparing custor,1ero vessel i'or receiving the loadc nor i'or 
making any alteration to the bridges to reduce overall 
dimensio1,.s . e have been in touch with Mr . addock and pointed 
out to him that tlie dimensions of t 1.e bridges are such that 
they would have to be loaded on their sides if' shipped aboard 
the ferries . Even then the complete bridges may be too long 
to i'i t on the clear deck space und may rec .. uire to be cut in 
half. No doubt he will communicate with you on this aspect 
when he has had an opportunity of inspecting the gear and 
discussinf, the proposition with the insurers . 

In reply to your enquiries, t he flap controls on 
the Devonport landing and Birkenhead spare landing a1•e 
similar, 1.e. "Hotes on Electrical Operation" are ap_,1:i.cable 
to t.1ese tHo landing flaps on which the flap control 
circuit is 110V D. C. via rectifier and transformer across 
400V A. O. In the ci:1se of the Easte1·n and icntern landings 
the ,flap control circuits are 20V A.O. via transf'ormcrs 
across 230V A. C. Two o.d' ei tl1er control nystem could be 
1 .ade available at your option, less transformers if you so 
desire . 

The arr angement or main winding eaI' L, as i'ollowa :
Thera are two moto1•s mounted on u sin.. le shai't ari ving through 
gcm•ins to two winch barrels but only one motor is on po~,er 
at one t · 1e , i . e . tHe t1orking n,otor drivco bot 1 wine barrels 
plus the arinature of the spar-e motor - Gee attached copy 
of drawing 0 . 324/2 . 

our experience lias been tua t it L; essential to 
have a spare landing :i:'lap uvailable i'or intc1•chant;e in tho 
event of damage occur1•1ng or repair b · comin necessary . 
'l'he i'laps are interchangeable and o. third flap w11ic.1 we have 
used as a spare could be made avuilaule if 1equired. 

I shall be :pleased to hear :t'rom you .turthcr und to 
receive oi'f'ers £or sue . of' the conponents as you iny consider 
to be 01· vulue to you . 

Yours i'aithfully, 
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rf Juhlir lfurka tlJa.nmuuta 

uhurt stn 1..1.1g11st , 1959 

WHEN REPLYING 

PLEASE QUOTE No .... ?/.1.~C?:-:-.9/ 4 .... 
SEPARATE LETTERS TO BE WRITTEN ON EACH SUBJECT 

ter of 23rd July 1959 , 
)n that it may be posbible 
3tances, some of the 
~pendices in your letter 

3u:9ply us with prices 
: -

truss and landing 
1.ead) 

~forth~ new tower 

the winch house floor 

ear for the tower for 

ar on gangway flap 
(made for Birkenhead) 

(f) Price for one old 110-ft. truss and landing 
flap 

Approximate cost of disman.tlin 0 and loading 
Item (f) onto the ferry v-> 1 .., , ' ~ 



, ,..,E N o , 2 2 721 

T E.ll'EGRAM S: 

" 57ATEWORKS," HOBART 

A L L COMMUNICATIONS TO BE 
ADDRESS ED TO THE S ECRETARY 

G,P. O . BOX 882E, HOBART ' ,mc/5 

ilrpurtmrttt of Juhlir llnrka wanutattia 

ijnhurt 5th ~-\lgµs t , 19 59 

WHEN REPLYING 

PLEASE QUOTE No., .. ?/.1.i:l()_::-.9./4 .. ... 
SEPARATE LETTERS TO BE WRITTEN O N EACH SUBJECT 

Dear Sir , 

Vehicular Ferry CrossinJ.::_Ferry Berthing: 

Further to my letter of 23rd July 1959 , 
we have come to the conclusion that it may be possible 
to utilise in certain circumstances, some of the 
equipnent described in the appendices in your letter 
of 14th July. 

Could you please supply us with prices 
for the followirE equipnents: -

1 (a) Price for the new spare truss and lal1ding 
flap (made for Birkenhead) 

(b) Price for the steel work for the new tower 
(,'1ade i'or· Birkenhead) 

✓ (c) Price for the steel for the winch house floor 
(made for Birkenhead) 

✓ ( d) Pr·ice for· the windil1...., gear for the tower for 
Birkenhead. 

✓ ( e 

( f) 

Price for flap wirch gear on gangway flap 
(made for Birkenhead) 

Price for one old 110-ft. truss and la~dins 
flap 

Approximate cost of' dismantling and loading 
Item (f) onto the ferry =' ~ ~ 



- 2 -

~ . At the present stage Parliamentary 
0 uthor1ty has not been given for the construction 
of the ferry berths; however, it seems l')Ossible
that authority will be received to construct such 
ferry berths before the two ferries "Ewe-n Allison" 
and "J.lex Allison" leave Pew Zeala11d for '::.'asmania 
tn the event that the Tasmanian Government purchases 
the ferries . 'le have in mind that if this is the 
case , it miJht be possible to ship the portions of 
your landing gear which could be utilised here, on 
the ferries, and are therefore endeavouring to 
ascertair ho1.·! much this will cost a.nd what difficulties 
may have to be overcome. 

It would appear that the spare vehicular 
landing for Bi1'kerihead was made in 1954. ie have 
ur:derstood that there are two separate 30" winches 
in each tower and we should like clarification on 
these points . 

We presume that the gangway flap control 
for the spare Birkenhead landing is similar to that 
described in para . 2 of - "Vehicular Landi'1es , rotes 
or- Electrical Operation" er,closed in your letter of 
14th July . 

If motors or 
h supply is 

We do not require any of the electric 
emergency petrol engines as our electrical 
of a diff'erent voltage. l..-.1,.w-l- -••¥•- ,/Y~ 

,e urderstand that Mr. Maddocks of the 
Tasmanian Tra'l"Jsport Department may be visiting 
Auckland soon , and will ask him to confer with you 
regarding the laading problem ti' it seems feasible 
to send the gear over to us ir. the '"lay we suggest . 

The Chief Engineer 
The Auckland Harbour E~a~d 
Quay Street - ~UCKLA_EQ 

New Zealand. 

Yours fe.ithfully, 

~ 
/ -



PHONE No, 2 2721 
> ,,, 

T£i...EGRAMS: 

/ '5TATEWORKS," HOBART 

/ ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO BE 1/ ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY, 
G,P.O. BOX 662E, HOBART WDC/5 

1Ilrpurtmrttt nf fuhlir lfnrks IDuEmuttia 

1ijnhurt .. 23r.o. July# 1959 

WHEN REPLYING 

P LEASE QUOTE N o ., ... ?/1_?.9".:'.9/.1 .. 
SEPARATE LETTERS TO DE WRITTEN ON EACH SUBJECT 

Dear Sir, 

Vehicular Ferry, Tamar River Crossing: 

Thank you for your letter of 14th July 1959, 
enclosing photographs and descriptions of your 
vehicular ferry landing gear. The drawings 
forwarded separately have also arrived safely. 

We are studying the information you 
have sent (which will be most useful to us) and 
we may communicate with you further regarding 
equipnent which you have, and which may be 
available for disposal. 

Your assistance and co-operation in this 
matter is greatly appreciated. 

The Chief Engineer, 
The Auckland Harbour Board, 
Quay Street 
AUCKLAl\TD 
New~land 

Yours faithfully, 



,<S," HOBAHT. • ~ . 
~ 

nicnt ions to be 
~ to The Secl'etal'y. 

Box 662 E . H obart. irµurtmrttt of {lfuhlir Dorka. illu, ttrnutn 
~ohurt. 17th July, 1959. 

Chief Engineer, 
Auckland Harbour Board, 
G.1-.0. Box No. 1259, 
HUCKL, ND . 

Dear Si r, 

I WMEN llEPLYINC 2/180-9/ 4 
PL&AS~: QUOTE No. 

Separate /,etlf:Jrs to be W ·rillen on e ,icli S 11bj1:ct. 

Receipt is acknowledged of your communica tion o f 
14th July, 1959 . . 

........................................................................................................................... concern 1 ng ............................................... . 
Vehicular Ferry Landi ngs . with Enclosures. 

The matter is receiving considerat ion. 

Yours fai t h fully 

(E. Boyes) 

SECRETARY 



c UJ:'Y Tv 'l' 

AIR MAIL. 

The Secretary, 
Department of' Public 
G.P. O. Box 6o2E, 
HOBART 

Deur Sir, 

14th July, 1 9:i9. 

\iorks Tasmunia, 

VEHICULAR FERRY LANDINGS 

I acknowledge recei~t of your letter V'IDC/7 of 
22nd June addressed to the Secretary and subsequent cable 
10th J11ly requesting copies o:f detailed plans oi' the f'erry 
l andings provided at Auckland and regret that some delay 
has occurred in sending these. I am accordin&,ly f'orwarding 
by Air .B'reight certain general arrange.nent drawing.J a~1.d 
phot ogr aphs together with notes on the various landings and 
general notes on tre electrical operation and interlocking 
of' safety provisions. 

The landint,S ,,ere originally built nearly 30 years 
ago and in the intervening 1)eriod many modificativns have 
been carried out for one reason or another. Un1'ortunately 
not all of these modifications have been recorded on the 
original set of drawings .... nd I am theref'ore reluctant to 
f'orward :full sets o:f t he detailed drawings as they stand. I 
believe however t he t the general arrangement drawings which 
I have enclosed, together with the ap ropriate clearance 
diagrams, will enable your Engineering staff to make a general 
appraisal of the sui ta·oili ty or otherwise o.f the landings to 
your o,m purposes.J ,:ould tl en be ,villing to i'urnish such 
other detailed drawings of' such parts as you may requ:i.re. 

You v/ill notice thl'lt the \,inding gear varies 
from landillL to landing und I should ric., e the i'ollowing points 
relative to the supplement ary notes:-

Devonport landing - This has given less trouble electrically 
than tile other· two landings but ii rci:.lacing worn c:ontactor 
gear some years ago opportunity was taken t o revise the 
control scheme by addine, recti.riers to provide D. C. operation 
of contactors. The two other landings have not been moctii' i ed 
similarly and the .eneral description given for Devonport is 
peculiar to tnis landing in this regard. 

\1cstern 1undJ.I+_8 - The ,J.Orsepo\ ~r ot: motors is much greuter 
t ,an ,las pro, ed to be nece&sary. The cor trol scheme has 
therei'ore heen modified to yrovide l'or a z•educed startin!::. 
curre:c1t wi1ich in turn 1aH reduced t,1e ei'fecti ve horsepo~;er 
of' the motors. 

r,estern and -!.astern Landinp;s - •.r.1e motor circu:1 ts of' these 
two landings heve been modii'ied to provide autornutic chan[;e
over of motors, i.c. the standby motor v,111 sturt up 
automaticully after u certain time deluy ii' the prirr1ary 
motor does not start up within that time . :Provision~.., 
made ror selectin

0 
which motor is to operute as the primary 

and c,1t..ngeover is ei'fected periodically, manually. 1 1e 
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Devonport landing draws supply r·rom a d11'1'erent Supply 
Authority and it has not so f.'ar proved necessary to provide 
automatic changeover of.' motors and changeover is s t ill 
done manually . 

Eastern Landing - The 1 2½ h. P. mot or is a repl~,e_1went f.'or 
one original 25 H. P. motor which burnt out whe"n'X'.P'flasing 
occurred ii'l the supply systein. It has proved to be adequate 
f.'or tne duty. 

Ferr;y_Gli ps - The timber piled slips shovm on the original 
drawings have since been modif.'ied <;onsiderably to ena·ble the 
u.Alllson" boats to operate into them. The alteration was 
however a compromise since the slips also had to accommodate 
the older vehicular f.'erry boats of' the f'leet and there would 
appear to be no good purpose in sending the detai ls of the 
modification unless you specially desire to have them . 

llictrical Interlocking - This subject i s of.' the utmost 
importance f.'rom the saf.'ety aspect . The matters set out in 
the attached "Notes on Electrical Operation" give an 
indication of the devices and interlocks v,hich we nave found 
to be necessary f.'or the protection of.' the equipment and the 
public . 

Birkenhead Landing - This is a pontoon landing. The pontoon 
is only a few years old but the bridge is very old . It had 
been intended to ~rovide a suspended bridge at this point and 
a new b r idge, portal structure, winch house and winding gear 
was procured t·or tb;;i purpose . This gear was however not used, 
having regard to the time f.'actor involved in effecting tHe 
changeover and the f'act that a commencement was made on the 
Harbour Bridge at about the time the gear was delivered. This 
geaI' could be made available f'or disl.-'osal. It is a comple t e 
set. It has been test assembled and tested but has not been 
used in service. 

As you are not doubt aware the vehicular ferry 
services at Auckland have new ceased ent irely and it is 
unlikely that the landings need be retained. If• you are 
inteI'ested in the purchase of any of t he equipment I would be 
pleased to furnish the f.'ullest possible details o:t' any portions 
in which you may be interested. 

Encl : 

Yours f.'aithfully, 

CHIEF ENGINEER TO THE BOARD . 

1 copy o:f each 
Drgs . A. 413/1 , 6 & 7, A.416/1, A. 555/1 , E. 605/2, s.603/1 
Plant Records, Devonpor t Lunding, E.V. L., i..V.L • .;pare 

Landing . 
Notes on Elect rical Operation 
Description o:f Devonport Landing 
Photographs L . V .L. t' rom Jellicoe Whal'f 

i~lap & .Portal f'rom seaward sine 
E.V.L . ~rom landside (2) 

JAG : HEB 
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The Secretnr y, 
Larine .ooc.rd ol' Devenport, 
Devonpo1·t, 
TAS !ANIA 

Dear Slr, 

VEHICULAR .B'ERRY Lh"IDINGS 

14th July, 1959. 

~ome t :i.me ago .wr . .E.. ,i. 'l'ur ner , one of our Board 
members rwntioned that he hnd been discuseing port problems 
with you while he was in 'i'asmania and that you were int erested 
in his description oi· vehicular ferry landing facilities 
which Lill.VC- bee,r. provided at Auckland . Ee suggested that 
your Engineer would be pleased to receive a copy of the 
dra\7inL,;s . SJ.nee the :f'our vehiculer :f'erry landings operated 
by the Board are all different in detail and certain o:f' 
these were quite s ubstant i ally dir:f'erent :f'rom others I um 
sure you will appreciate my dile,,Jffia as to just what t o send 
you . 

Recently however there has been a more specific and 
detailed enquiry :f'rom t he Depa.rt. ent o:f' .Public ,lorks , Ta:::iumnia 
and it occurs to me that the in:f'orr.,ation prepar·ed in ansv,er 
to thiG enquiry may be of value to yourself also . I am 
accordingly :f'orwarding by Air Freiillt cert&in general 
ar1•angemcnt drawings c.nd photographs, together ,vith notes 
on the various l andi ngs and general notes on the electrical 
operation and interlocking of safety provisions . 

The landings YJ(;re or·iginally Duil t nec:.rly .30 years 
ago and in the i ntervening period many modif'ications have been 
cari•ied out for one reason or another . Un:f'ortunately not all 
ot these modi ricutions have been recorded on the origi nal set 
or drawings and I au tlieref'ore reluctant to forward fu:J_l 
sets of' the detailed draNings as they stand. I believe 
however t rat the general arrangement drawings which I heve 
enclosed, together with the appropriate clearance diagrams, 
will e nable your .u..ngj_neering starr t o make a gener a l appraisal 
of the s u itability or otherwise o:f t he landings to your own 
purposes.. I would then be willing to fu1•nish suc:1 other detailed 
drawings o:f' such part s as you ay require. 

You ,,ill no1,i ce that the wi ndi ng gear varies 1'rom 
l anding to landing and I should maKe t he :following points 
relative to the supplcmentar•y notes:-

Devonpor t Landing - TM.s has given less troubl e electrically 
t han t he other t wo landings but in replacing worn contactor 
gear so.ne years a_,o opportunity was taken to revise t he 
control scheJ.1e by adui.ig rectir'iers to yrovide D. C. ope1·ation 
of contactors . The two other landings nave not been 
modi:fied similarly and the general description given f'or 
Devonport i s peculiar to t his landing in t his regard . 

1 estern Landing - The horee-pc,wer of motors is much greater 
t han has proved to be necessary . '.!.'he control scheme ins 
t herefore been moui 1 ied to yrovide f'or a reduced starting 
current which in t u r n has reo.uced t he e:f1'ecti ve horse-pouer 
of t ne motors. 
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Western and Eastern Landings - The motor circuits of' these 
two landings have been modii'ied to provide automatic change
over o1' inotor8 i.e. the stand.b;y motor will st"':r•t ul-' 
automatically ai'ter a certain time delay if' the primary 
motor does not start up \ithin that time. i rovision is 
made 1.or selectinG which motor is to operate as the primary 
and changeover is e1';1.'ected periodically, m<lnually . The 
Devonport landing draws ...;ul-':ply J:ror., a dif'f'eren t Supply 
, uthority r.;nd it has not BO far proved necessary to yrovide 
automatic changeover of' motors and changeover is still done 
manually . 

~.:!&!2L.1§inding - The 12½ H. P. motor is a repl~ent f'or 
one original 25 H • .I? . motor which burnt out when,.._'pliasing 
occurred in the supply system. It has proved to "be ade quate 
for tlle duty . 

l<'e r ry fllii,s - '.t.ne timber• piled slips shovm 0,1 -:he ol'iginal 
drawings have since been modif'ied considerably to enable t he 
"Allison" boats to operate into them. The alteration was 
however a compromise since the slips cilso hc.d to accommodate 
the older vehicular -rerry boats of' the f'leet and there would 
appear t o be no gvod purpose in sending the details of' the 
modi..:'ication unless you speci ally desire to htlve them. 

Electrical Interlocking - This subject is of' the utmost 
importance f'rom the saf'et y aspect . The matters set out in 
the a tta ched "Notes on I:.lectrical Operation" give an indication 
of' t he devices and interlocks which we have 1'ound to be 
necessary f'or the protecticn of the equipment and the public . 

Birkennead L1:mdinp; - This is a pontoon landing. The !)Ontoon 
is only a f'ew yeo.r s old but the bridge is vel'Y old. It had 
b t en intended to provide o. suspended bridge at this point and 
a new bridge, portal structure, winch house and winding gear 
was procured i"or the purpo~e. 'rhis gear was however not 
used, having regard to the time i"actor involved in ef'fecting 
the cnangeovcr and the :fact that a commencement was made on 
t he Harbour Bridge at about the time the gear was delivered. 
This gear could be made avr ilable 1·or disposal. It is a 
complete set . It has been test assembled an<i tested but 
has not been used in service . 

As you a r e no doubt aware the vehicular f'erry 
services at Auckland have now ceased entirely and it is 
unlikely that the landings need be retained. If' you are 
interested in t he purchase 01" any of' the e:auipment I would 
be pleased to f'urnish the f'ullest possi ble details of' any 
portions in w1.ich you 1na_y be intereeted. 

Yours r'ai thi'ully, 

OlIIEF 1:,N:rINEER TO Tr E BOARD 

Encl: 1 copy 01" each 
Drgs . A.413/1,6 & 7, A.416/1, A. 555/ 1, .E . 0O5/ 2, S . 6O3/ 1 
Plant Records, Devenport Landing, E.V.L., ' .v.L. Spare 

Landing . 
Notes on Electrical Oyera!1on 
Description of Devonport Landing 
Photographs E. V .L. f'rom Jellicoe , harf' 

1•1l ap and Port al f r om seaward side 
, . V. L. i'rom landside (2) 

JAG:.HEB 
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~~ 
ELECTRICAL OPERATICN. 

/t 

VEHICULAR LANDINGS 

Main ]ridge, The bridge is controlled by a float operated switch wlich 
r 13ises or lowers the bridge at each four inc~es oi tide ch~nge, Duplicate motors 
are installed, in some cases with automatic changeover controlled ty time dela~ re-
lays. If through power failure or other reason the bridge hoiGt equipment fails 
to operate, a further slight rise or fall of the tide, e,s the ca.se micy be, operates 
an alarm switch, which rings a bell, controlled over telephone lines, l".t the Hn.rbour-
mnster1 s Duty Office \vhich is manned at all times. This alarm h,~s on several 
occasions been instrumental in preventing tllc immarsion of the bridge by a rising 
tide. Upper and lower limit switches are fitted. 

Gangway Flap. The flap is hand operated by a, member of the ferry crew, 
by means ofil'RAISE" and "LOWER" push buttons mounted at the outer end of the flap. 
When the flap is lo~;ered to the deck of a ferry, e. slack rope S\•!i tch operl'l tes auto
matically to pay out enough slack to allow for the normal rise and fall of the ferry 
d1tring unloading and loading. If extra loading lowers the deck further, the motor 
restarts and stops irotomatically to pay out more slai2ik roe. Limit switc es oper~ 
by the fla:P c9unterweight are,,, !~t-~ !1-- ~~:::r' ". · ~--, ~ ~ 
;:,, ~ ~-<.,(.. (I. f>v'&--W_;;::t ·7-· · · ~..,1,..,,,-e, ·'fV r1.1 ~ ~,.-- _, 

A steel gate is placed across the main bridge, and is electrically inter
locked with the flap so that the flap carmot be raised from the deck of a ferry 
until the gate is closed, In addition, the g11.te is mechllllicelly locked by the 
rising fla,i>, end cax.not be reopened u,ntil the flap has again been lowered to the 
deck of a ferry, A "STOP" light is mounted at th~2'1!\. of the bridge, and is inter-
locked with the gate so the.t it is illuminFted at ~ e;. when the gate is closed, 
and is extinguished by the opening of the gate. 

General. Hand \•liming gear is provided for both bridge and flRp, in each 
cRse '"1. th interlocks to ensure that power cennot be supplied to the !llotcr while the 
winding hendle is engaged. To facilitate one man control of a bridge during periods 
of power failure or breakdown, small petrol engines have recently been installed in 
the bridge winch houses, for use in plf!ce of the slow and laborious hand winding 
gear. 

}1,,rldmtll :Marbour ~oarll. 

14th October, 1957 
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case of a Tasmanian location where we have a range 
of tide of approximately 14 ft. to contend with, a 
similar installation would bc most beneficial. 

\''/e would be most grateful if it could be 
arranged for this Department to be provided with a 
set of the detailed drawings of the installation 
referred to. This Department would , of course, 
reimburse your Organization with any costs involved 
in supplying t he plans. 

The Secretary 
Auckland Harbour Trust 
Quay Street 
AUCKLAND 
Now Zealand 

Yours faithfully, 

A 

IA 
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22nd June, 1959 

DeAr Sir, 

Vehicular I+'errl CrossinB..t. Ferr.:l Berths: 

You will be aware that the Tasmanian Govt:rnment 
has arrangeo to :purchase the tv•o steel ft:rries "Ewen 
Allison" and "Alex Allison" which have now become 
redundant due to the opening of the new J.uckland 
Harbour Bridge. 

This Department is required to construct 
suitable berths for the ferries at the site of their 
new opera tioris. 'tie learned from Mr. Maddock of the 
Tr-smanian Transport CornMiSGion who visited New Zealand 
to negotiate the purchase of the ferries that.the 
Harbour Trust has a most efficient ramp installation 
on its ferry berths for loading and unloading 
vehicular traffic; and that he considers that in the 
case of a Tasmanian location where we have a range 
of tide of approximately 14 ft. to contend Witt, a 
similar installation would bt most benf:lficial. 

'.'le would be most grateful if it could be 
arranged for this Department to be provided with a 
set of the detailed drawings of the installation 
referred to . This Department would, of cource, 
reimburse your Organization with any costs involved 
in supplying the plans. 

The Secretary 
Auckland Harbour Trust 
(uay Street 
AUCKLAND 
NtW Zealand 

Yours faithfully , 






